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The Apollo ProgrAM is Amaroo School’s Gifted and Talented Program and is available to students from Kindergarten
through to Year 10.

The name of our program represents the ancient Greek God Apollo, the God of Light and Learning, and therefore,
represents literature and the humanities. It also represents the sciences and mathematics, as the name Apollo is
associated with the first successful lunar landing. These learning areas represent our program’s academic focus on

english, humanities, languages, sciences and mathematics.

The ACT Education Directorate’s Gifted and Talented Policy aims to ensure gifted and talented students receive
developmentally appropriate provisions and strategies. Research over the past 30 years has indicated that it is important
for gifted learners to have the opportunity to work with other students who think like them (Benbow 1991, 1998: Feldhusen
and Moon, 1992; Kulik & Kulik, 1992; Rogers, 1991, 2007). Rogers (2019) and Van Tassel-Baska support this research
indicating that when gifted students experience ability grouping, they experience substantial academic gains and
improvements in atftitude and motivation. The Apollo ProgrAM aims to address these findings through strategic class

placements (clustering of like-minded peers) and differentiation of the curriculum and instruction.

Our program identifies students through a range of objective and subjective measures which inform our judgement about
the most appropriate placements for students’ learning. Students identified for our program will be grouped according to
giftedness as well as giffedness and talent (see below for definitions). This is important because we recognise that some

students are gifted but do not necessarily demonstrate their talents. Consequently:

e Students identified through external tests and teacher idenfification in K-2 are clustered with like minded
peers

e Primary classes, from Year 3 - Year 6, will be grouped according to giftedness or giftedness and talent in
one class or in clusters across mainstream classes

e In 2020, Years 3 and Year 4 will have clustered groupings while Year 5 and Year 6 are all within one class

e Subject acceleration and year level acceleration are rare, however, in some instances, the school may
suggest this as an option fo cater for the needs of an individual student. This may also be used as a
strategy instead of clustering the student with like minded peers. Students in this situation will have a
targeted Individual Learning Plan (ILP)

e Students in Year 7 onwards, who are identified for our program, will be clustered, for giftedness or

giftedness and talent, in either:
o English and humanities classes
o Mathematics and science classes

o Or, alternatively, in English, humanities, mathematics and science classes.



These groupings will depend upon numbers of students reliably identified through our identification process. It is
important to note that students identified through our process will remain in our Apollo ProgrAM, which aims to develop

the whole child, in their time at Amaroo School.

For further information about this topic we encourage you to consult The ACT Education Directorate’s Giffed and
Talented Policy.

Definitions:

Giftedness designates the possession and use of outstanding natural abilities, called aptitudes, in at least one ability

domain to a degree that places an individual among the 10% of age peers (Gagne, 2016).

Talent designates the outstanding mastery of systematically developed dbilities, called competencies (knowledge and
skills), in at least one field of human activity to a degree that places an individual at least among the top 10% of age peers

who are, or have been, active in that field (Gagne, 2016).
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https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1134351/Gifted-and-Talented-Student-Policy-2014.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1134351/Gifted-and-Talented-Student-Policy-2014.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1134351/Gifted-and-Talented-Student-Policy-2014.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/587306/Giftedness-and-Talent.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/587315/Myths-and-Facts.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/587318/Social-Emotional-Needs.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/587308/Overview-and-Frequently-Asked-Questions3.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/587311/Identification2.PDF
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/587298/Dual-Exceptionality-2015.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/587309/Grouping.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/587319/Acceleration-Subject-Skipping2.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/587320/Whole-Grade-Acceleration.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/587296/Communicating-Effectively-with-School.pdf
https://index.ed.act.edu.au/teaching-and-engagement/files-te/pdf/How-does-the-debate-on-learning-preferences-impact-planning-curriculum-for-gifted-learners.pdf
https://index.ed.act.edu.au/teaching-and-engagement/files-te/pdf/Quality-Assessment-for-Gifted-Learners.pdf
https://index.ed.act.edu.au/teaching-and-engagement/files-te/pdf/Understanding-the-different-curriculum-needs-of-gifted-learners.pdf
https://index.ed.act.edu.au/teaching-and-engagement/files-te/pdf/Understanding-the-Gifted-Learners-in-our-Classrooms.pdf
https://index.ed.act.edu.au/teaching-and-engagement/files-te/pdf/Who-are-our-twice-exceptional-learners.pdf

Timeline for testing and information sharing

Amaroo Primary Amaroo Secondary External Students
Kindergarten- Year 6 Year 7 - Year 10 Year 6 only
Term 1
Week 5 - New students tested
Term 2
Week 5 - New students tested
(postponed till Term 3 due to Covid-19)
Term 3
Weeks 3/4- AllYear2andYear | Week5 - New students tested | Weeks 6 - All studentsin Year 6
6 who are enrolled for
tested the following year are
offered testing
Week 5 - New students tested
(Year 3, Year 4
and Year 5)
Term 4

Week 5-7 - Classes are compiled | Week5-  New students tested | Weeks 6 to 9 - Offers of Apollo
placement emailed

Week 8 - Offers of Apollo Week 5-7 Classes are compiled to families
placement emailed
to families Week 8- Offers of Apollo
placement emailed
to families

If you have any queries please contact:

Primary School: Secondary School:
Emma Bartlett (Deputy Principal) Elise Quodling (Apollo ProgrAM Coordinator)
Emma.Bartlett@ed.act.edu.au Elise.Quodling@ed.act.edu.au

Phone: 6142 1266 Phone: 6142 1266
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